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46 

ORIGIN COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO EB-11 AGR-20 L-03 RSC-01 /046R 

DRAFTED BY PATENT OFFICE: SSCHLOSSER 
APPROVED BY EB/CBA/BP:HJWINTER 
EB/CBA/BP: EJRANKIN 
AF/S - RJDOLS 

AGRICULTURE - HODGES (SUBS) 

COMMERCE - JLIGHTMAN 

071739 

R 101509Z JUL 74 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

UNCLAS STATE 148276 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EIND, SF 

SUBJECT: AVAILABILITY TO U.S. NATIONALS OF PLANT 
BREEDERS' RIGHTS 

1. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO INFORMALLY CONTACT RSA OFFI- 
CIALS WITH THE VIEW TO DETERMINING WHETHER SOUTH AFRICA 
GRANTS BREEDERS' RIGHTS TO U.S. NATIONALS FOR ASEXUALLY 
REPRODUCED PLANT VARIETIES BRED OUTSIDE OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

2. IF SUCH RIGHTS ARE NOT GRANTED, PLEASE DETERMINE 
INFORMALLY WHAT STEPS MUST BE TAKEN BY THE USG TO MAKE 
U.S. NATIONALS ELIGIBLE FOR THESE BREEDERS' RIGHTS. 

3. FYI - THE U.S. ACCORDS NATIONAL TREATMENT IN OBTAINING 
PATENTS TO NATIONALS OF MEMBER NATIONS OF THE PARIS UNION 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY. SOUTH AFRICA 

IS A MEMBER. THE PROVISION OF SOUTH AFRICAN LAW UNDER 
WHICH BREEDERS' RIGHTS WOULD BE GRANTED TO U.S. NATIONALS 
IS BELIEVED TO BE SECTION 23 A OF THE PLANT BREEDERS' 

RIGHTS ACT, NO. 22 OF 1964. END FYI. 
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4. PLEASE FORWARD REPLY TO ATTENTION OF US PATENT OFFICE 
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AND EB/CBA/BP. KISSINGER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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